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TUBERCULOSIS AND THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
HARRY D. HICKER, Chief, Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation 


Some of us who are still active in school work can remember the 
turn of the century; the gradual emergence from the slower pace and 
complacency of the gay nineties; the days when the spelling bee was 
still educationally respectable, and ‘‘phthisis’’ was a favorite word 
with which to trip up the unwary contestant. As we look back and 
compare the pace of events of yesterday with the tempo of today, we 
realize that revolutionary changes have taken place, all within a period 
less than the span of a human lifetime. 

Among the many great changes, few are more striking or more 
significant than that implied in the obsolescence of the word ‘‘ phthisis’’ 
of spelling bee fame. Today the name for this disease is tuberculosis ; 
then it was more commonly known as consumption. Today we may 
discuss it calmly and rejoice in its partial conquest; then, a diagnosis 
of consumption was looked upon as almost the equivalent of a death 
sentence, and justifiably so. In the popular mind the classifications 
of the disease were ‘‘quick’’ or ‘‘galloping’’ consumption and ‘‘slow’’ 
consumption, the latter involving merely a longer waiting period, with 
total invalidism, for the inevitable. It was a matter entirely outside 
the realm of school concern, except in so far as it meant the loss each 
year of many pupils, with no hope of their return. It was character- 
ized as the ‘‘white plague’’; small wonder that it inspired dread and 
terror. 

Some of the extreme dread of this disease still persists as a carry- 
over from the fears of the past generation. In partial justification of 
this attitude it must still be said that tuberculosis is not to be taken 
lightly or its evils minimized. Yet, the fact remains that its status has 
changed in vast degree. Tuberculosis is no longer the leading cause 
of death. In thirty years the tuberculosis death rate has dropped from 
200 per 100,000 of general population to 49 per 100,000. Arrest of the 
condition rather than death is now the expected outcome; the period 
of treatment is in many cases much shorter than formerly ; reasonable 
physical activity is permitted for arrested cases; recovered patients 
ean still lead useful lives. 

Thanks for this remarkable and rapid improvement in restoration 
of the tuberculous are due largely to medical science. The use of X ray 
in diagnosis, the development of medical and surgical techniques have 
accomplished wonders. Thanks are due also to the tuberculosis asso- 
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ciations for their campaigns of health education and for providing 
facilities for early discovery of cases. Thanks should go as well to 
the schools and to school authorities for co-operation in physical exami- 
nations of teachers and pupils, and for the provisions of special educa- 
tion, counseling and vocational rehabilitation of the tuberculous. These 
educational provisions have been proved to be of therapeutic value as 
well as useful for adjustment to living under the changed conditions 
the recuperated person must face. 

The present status of health education, special education, and 
vocational rehabilitation marks a development in educational philos- 
ophy as recent as the development of medical science in treatment of 
the tuberculous. If less dramatic and less spectacular, it is nevertheless 
highly significant. If less widespread in scope, its technique and effect- 
iveness whenever applied have amply demonstrated its worth. It 
remains to see that its benefits are made available to all who ean profit 
by these services. 

A review of present-day practices in the larger school systems 
shows so clearly the benefits to be derived that the only wonder is that 
they have not been made universally effective. Tuberculin tests 
arranged by the school health department, usually in co-operation with 
tuberculosis associations, are administered to each pupil annually or 
biennially. Positive reactors are X rayed. The result is discovery of 
any active ease of tuberculosis in an early stage. Early discovery 
means greater likelihood of recovery, as well as shorter period of hos- 
pitalization. 

The time spent by the patient in the sanatorium is no longer a 
total loss from the educational point of view. After a varying period 
of complete rest and of surgical treatment if the case is operative, the 
period of convalescence offers opportunity for study. Elementary 
school classes and, in several sanatoriums, secondary school classes are 
maintained under the School Code provisions for the edueation of 
physically handicapped pupils. For the group of older patients oceu- 
pational therapv is also available. 

After his discharge from the sanatorium, the patient’s return to 
regular instruction is facilitated by the availability of special facilities 
including part-time study, rest periods, and the like. 

Counseling is another service, quite recent in development, avail- 
able for the victims of tuberculosis. To minimize the risk of reeurrence 
of the disease, adjustment is necessary to insure avoidance of physical 
exertion. School counselors may advise modified educational programs 
in preliminary preparation for suitable occupations. If in doubt on any 
point, consultation with the vocational experts of the Bureau of Voca- 
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tional Rehabilitation may be arranged. Guidance service of the Bureau 
is also available for sanatorium patients. 

Finally, specialized training for occupations suitable for the tuber- 
culous person is provided by the Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation. 
For twenty years the Bureau has maintained a service of counseling, 
training, and placement for physically handicapped persons. Thou- 
sands of physically impaired school children have benefited by the 
program, usually following graduation from high school. 

It is clear, then, that within the past twenty or twenty-five years 
the enlightened development of school activities on behalf of the handi- 
capped child, including the victim of tuberculosis, has paralleled, if 
not equaled, the development of medical science. The vastly improved 
status of special facilities must obviously be a source of satisfaction to 
teachers and school administrators—the satisfaction that comes not 
merely from pride of accomplishment and worth, but from the knowl- 
edge that the welfare of unfortunate pupils may be safeguarded. 

Fully informed on the subject, they can acquaint the unfortunate 
pupil found to have contracted tuberculosis with the aids and services 
open to him; they then can offer encouragement for recovery, give 
assurance that schoolwork need not be greatly retarded, and especially 
important, that a successful life career may be achieved in spite of some 
remaining physical impairment. 

Some there are who still doubt the permanence of the capacity for 
work of persons who have had tuberculosis. The experience of the 


’ Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation on this point indicates that tuber- 


culous persons who select and prepare for suitable types of work and 
who take care of their health need worry no more about their future 
than do their fellow workers. True, sufficient time has not elapsed, 
nor have studies been made of a sufficient number of rehabilitated cases, 
to justify a positive conclusion. On the other hand, the findings of 
every review of the cases made have been favorable to this conclusion. 

Report of the latest study made in California has just been pub- 
lished in mimeograph form.’ The study was made by the Los Angeles 
Tuberculosis and Health Association in co-operation with the Bureau of 
Vocational Rehabilitation. It covers 256 cases rehabilitated in Los 
Angeles County during the period 1928 to 1936. With work histories 
varying in !eneth from 3 to 11 vears following rehabilitation, 81 per 
cent were still emploved; only 8.9 per cent were recorded as unemploy- 
able, and 5.6 per cent as unemployed but with good prospects of 
re-employment. Although 4.7 per cent of the group had died, this per- 

1“The Permanence of Rehabilitation Efforts: A Study of the Rehabilitation of 
the Tuberculous in Los Angeles County.” Prepared under the direction of Herbert 


I. Sauer, Director of Social Studies, Los Angeles: Los Angeles Tuberculosis and 
Health Association, June, 1911 (mimeographed). 
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centage was no higher than the death rate for the general population 
from all causes. All in all, this is probably as good a showing from 
the point of view of continued employment over a period of years as 
would be disclosed by a follow-up of high school graduates of the same 
years. 

The success of a well-co-ordinated school program for the tuber- 
culous has been demonstrated. Physical examinations, health educa- 
tion, special education, counseling, vocational rehabilitation—efficient 
application of these aids means more to unfortunate youth than the 
normal person can realize. Expansion of the program so that it may 
become available to every handicapped child, is an objective worthy of 
an all-out support. 

The way is open for the rounding out of the restoration-rehabilita- 
tion program for tuberculous persons which, fully effective, may cause 
the next generation to look back upon the early Forties as an era of 
half-measures. The future may regard our day of failure to meet 
on an all-inclusive basis known needs of the handicapped, as old fash- 
ioned as we consider the days of gaslights, of hitching posts, and of 
prespecial education. 


URGENCY MEASURES AFFECTING EDUCATION 
ALFRED E. LENTZ, Administrative Adviser 


Several urgency measures affecting education enacted by the 1941 
Legislature and approved by the Governor are now in effect. The 
text of these measures, which include School Code provisions, Military 
and Veterans Code provisions, Political Code provisions, and General 
Laws, is given below. The effective date of each law immediately fol- 
lows its text. 

The Governor has until midnight, July 19, 1941, to act upon meas- 
ures passed by the 1941 session of the Legislature presented to him 
within ten days (Sundays excepted) prior to the adjournment of the 
Legislature (June 14). The effective date of all measures enacted into 
law (other than urgency measures) is September 13, 1941. Urgency 
measures become effective immediately upon approval. 

Immediately after the time for action on measures by the Gover- 
nor has expired, the Department of Education will publish and dis- 
tribute a bulletin giving the text of all measures affecting education 
which have been enacted into law. 


SCHOOL CODE PROVISIONS 


2.981. Boards of school trustees and city boards of education 
shall have power to rent suitable quarters for administrative offices 
for a period of not to exceed 22 years. (Amended by Chapter 122, 
Statutes of 1941. Effective April 17, 1941) 

3.93. The governing board of any high school district or unified 
school district may provide for the maintenance on Saturday of special 
day and evening classes in vocational training authorized or provided 
for by any program of National defense of the Federal Government, 
or any ageney thereof, acting through the State Department of Edu- 
cation. 

The average daily attendance of pupils upon classes conducted 
on Saturday pursuant to this section shall not be considered in com- 
puting the average daily attendance for the purpose of making appor- 
tionments from State funds. (Amended by Chapter 55, Statutes of 
1941. Effective April 4, 1941) 

4.368-1. ‘Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, 
whenever moneys are allocated or apportioned to a school district by 
the Government of the United States or any ageney thereof, or by the 
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State of California or any agency thereof, through the Department 
of Edueation, the Director of Education, Superintendent of Public 
Instruction or the State Board of Education, the State Board for 
Vocational Education, or any of them, and no provision for the 
expenditure of such moneys has been made in the budget of the district, 
such moneys nevertheless shall be placed in the county treasury to 
the credit of the district and may be expended for the purposes for 
which such moneys were allocated to the district during the school 
year in which they are received, as though the expenditure of such 
moneys was provided for in the budget of the district. (Added by 
Chapter 214, Statutes of 1941. Effective May 7, 1941) 

5.331. All teachers’, administrative service, and supervisory serv- 
ice credentials, life diplomas, California normal school diplomas, 
university documents, normal documents, State teachers college and 
State college credentials; city, city and county, and county certificates 
of all grades, granted in accordance with State Board of Education 
regulations previous to the first day of October, 1941, not heretofore 
revoked, shall be continued in full force and effect for the full time 
for which they were granted, and shall be deemed valid for all pur- 
poses and to the full extent of time that the same were intended respec- 
tively to be until revoked by the State Board of Education. (Added 
by Chapter 383, Statutes of 1941. Effective May 24, 1941) 


6.37. Any and all supplies, materials or equipment to be used 
in classes authorized under any program sponsored, approved or 
directed by the State Department of Education or the State Board 
of Edueation, in connection with any National emergency training 
instruction given by any school district of any type or class, may be 
purchased by such district in accordance with rules and regulations 
for such purchase adopted by the governing board of said district 
notwithstanding any provisions of this code in conflict with such rules 
and regulations. 

The provisions of this section shall have no force and effect from 
and after the expiration of two years following the effective date. 
(Added by Chapter 634, Statutes of 1941. Effective June 9, 1941) 


6.190. The governing board of any sehool district of any kind 
or class, or of any high school district of any kind or class, or of any 
junior college district of any kind or class, is hereby authorized to sell 
or lease for a term not exceeding 99 years, without a vote of the elec- 
tors of such district first being taken, any real property belonging to 
their respective school districts, high school districts, or junior college 
districts and which is not or will not at the time of delivery of title 
or possession be needed for school classroom buildings by the district 
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owning the same. (Amended by Chapter 122, Statutes of 1941. Effec- 
tive April 17, 1941) 


MILITARY AND VETERANS CODE PROVISIONS 


395.4. Whenever the United States is engaged in war or when- 
ever the Governor finds and proclaims that an emergency exists in 
preparing for National defense, any employee or officer, other than 
an elected officer, of a county, city, political subdivision, school, irriga- 
tion, publie district, or other local authority or public body what- 
soever who enters the armed forces of the United States shall be entitled 
to a leave of absence for service with such armed forees for the dura- 
tion of the war or until the Governor finds and proclaims that the 
emergency no longer exists, and for 90 days thereafter, or until 90 
days after the termination of such service. (Added by Chapter 82, 
Statutes of 1941. Effective April 10, 1941) 


518. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all junior col- 
leges in this State, and the principals and governing boards of junior 
colleges shall have the same authority as similar officials of high 
schools. (Added by Chapter 19, Statutes of 1941. Effective Febru- 
ary 4, 1941) 

519. Where a junior college is located in close proximity to any 
high school having a high school cadet company or companies, the 
governing boards of the junior college and high schools may by agree- 
ment provide for the joint organization of cadet companies. (Added 
by Chapter 19, Statutes of 1941. Effective February 4, 1941) 


POLITICAL CODE PROVISIONS 


4026. In the event that any member of a board of supervisors 
or any sheriff, county clerk, district attorney or other county officer 
for whose election or appointment the Legislature has provided resigns 
his office in order to serve in the armed forees of the United States 
he shall have a right to return to and to re-enter upon the office prior 
to April 1, 1943, and prior to the time at which his term would have 
ended if he had not resigned on serving a notice to that effect upon 
any member of the board of supervisors or the county clerk, either 
personally or by registered mail, within six months of the termination 
of his active service with the armed forces. (Added by Chapter 185, 
Statutes of 1941. Effective April 28, 1941) 


4026.1. In the event that any deputy, assistant, or employee of 
the county, the qualifications and method of whose appointment the 
Legislature may prescribe resigns his position in order to serve in the 
armed forces of the United States, he shall have a right to return 
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to the position prior to April 1, 1943, and prior to the time at which 
his occupaney of the position would have ended if he had not resigned 
on serving a notice to that effect upon any member of the board of 
supervisors or the county clerk or the chief personnel officer of the 
county, if any, either personally or by registered mail, within six 
months of the termination of his active service with the armed forces. 
(Added by Chapter 185, Statutes of 1941. Effective April 28, 1941) 


4026.2. If any such officer, deputy, assistant, or employee was 
required by law to file an oath of office or to execute a bond prior to 
his original entry upon the duties of the office or employment, he shall 
file an oath and execute a bond in like manner and form prior to his 
re-entry upon the duties of the office or employment. (Added by 
Chapter 185, Statutes of 1941. Effective April 28, 1941) 


4026.3. Upon such return and re-entry or such return to the 
office or employment he shall have all of the rights and privileges in, 
connected with or arising out of the office or employment, which he 
would have enjoyed if he had not been absent therefrom. (Added by 
Chapter 185, Statutes of 1941. Effective April 28, 1941) 


GENERAL LAWS 


An act io validate the organization, boundaries, governing officers 
or boards, acts, proceedings, and bonds of school districts, to take 
effect rmmediately. 


Section 1. ‘‘School district,’’ as used in this act, means any. 
b, ? 


school district of whatever kind or class. 


Sec. 2. All school districts heretofore organized and functioning 
under, or under color of, any law, and all school districts which have 
been acting and existing for a period of three (3) months prior to 
the taking effect of this act are hereby declared to have been legally 
organized and to have been legally functioning as school districts. 
Every such district shall have all the rights, powers, and privileges, 
and be subject to all the duties and obligations, of a school district 
regularly formed pursuant to law. 


See. 3. The boundaries of every school district as heretofore 
established, defined, or recorded are hereby confirmed, validated, and 
declared legally established. 

Sec. 4. In so far as any other matter to which this act relates 
is or may be affected, the members of the governing board or the 
governing officers of every school district heretofore elected or 
appointed and acting as such, are hereby declared legally appointed or 
elected, qualified and acting members of such board or officers of such 


district. 
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Sec. 5. All acts and proceedings heretofore taken by any person 
or officer for the issuance, sale or exchange of bonds of any such dis- 
trict for any public purpose are hereby confirmed, validated, and 
declared legally effective. This includes all acts and proceedings of 
the governing board of such district, of the electors, election officers, 
and of any other public officer or agency heretofore done or taken in 
connection with any election upon the question of the issuance, sale, 
or exchange of such bonds, if any election be required by law. 

All of such bonds heretofore issued and delivered shall be, in the 
form and manner in which issued and delivered, legal, valid and 
binding obligations of the school district, and all of such bonds here- 
tofore authorized but not yet issued and delivered shall be, when 
issued and delivered in substantial pursuance of the proceedings of 
authorization, legal, valid and binding obligations. 

The expenditure of money arising from the issue, sale, or exchange 
of bonds for the purposes stated in proceedings for the issuance of 
such bonds is hereby authorized. 


See. 6. This act is limited to the validation of acts and pro- 
ceedings to the extent to which the same can be effectuated under the 
State and Federal Constitutions, and it is the intent of this Legisla- 
ture herein to validate the organization and existence of all school 
districts and all bonds issued by any school district and all proceed- 
ings to authorize bonds of school districts in so far as the Legislature 
has the power to correct the defects, irregularities, or errors in the 
organization or creation of such school districts or in the issuance of 
bonds of such school districts. 

Nothing contained in this act shall be construed to render the 
creation of any school district, or any change in the boundaries of 
any school district, effective for purposes of assessment or taxation 
unless the statement, together with the map or plat, required to be 
filed under Section 3720 of the Political Code, is filed in the manner 
and within the time required by that section. (Added by Chapter 16, 
Statutes of 1941. Effective February 1, 1941) 


An act relating to persons receiving training in cosmetology 
through the public school system, declaring the urgency thereof and 
providing that this act shall take effect immediately. 


Section 1. Every person successfully completing the courses in 
cosmetology given in a school under the public school system of this 
State shall be eligible for registration and license under the Cosme- 
tology Act the same as though he had graduated from a licensed 
private school of cosmetology approved by the State Board of Cosme- 
tology. 
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For this purpose, successful completion of courses in cosmetology 
given in public schools of the public school system equal to and the 
equivalent of the courses required to be given in licensed private 
schools of cosmetology approved by the State Board of Cosmetology 
shall be deemed to be the fulfillment of the requirements of the Cosme- 
tology Act in regard to completion of courses in licensed schools of 
cosmetology appreved by the State Board of Cosmetology. (Added 
by Chapter 34, Statutes of 1941. Effective March 7, 1941) 


An act to approve, confirm, ratify and validate contracts made 
by school districts or high school districts or by boards of education or 
boards of trustees or other governing bodies thereof, or by the board 
of education of any city for repairs, alterations or construction of 
school buildings or equipment, declaring the urgency thereof, and 
providing that this act shall take effect immediately. 

Section 1. Any contract made after January 1, 1939, and before 
the passage of this act by any school district or high school district 
of whatever kind or class, or any board of education or board of 
trustees or other governing body, or any officer or agent thereof, or 
by the board of education of any city or any officer or agent thereof 
for repairs, alterations or construction of school buildings or equip- 
ment without advertising for bids, where the entire cost of the project 
exceeded five hundred dollars ($500) and did not exceed six thousand 
dollars ($6,000) and where all other requirements were complied 
with except only the failure to advertise for bids is hereby approved, 
confirmed, ratified and validated to all intents and purposes, and all 
payments made and obligations to pay to such contractors or any 
subeontractors, materialmen or laborers in connection with and as a 
part of such contracts are hereby ratified, approved, confirmed and 
declared to be legal and binding. (Added by Chapter 94, Statutes 
of 1941. Effective April 14, 1941) 


DEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATIONS——— 


BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION 
JULIAN A. MePHEE, Chief 


NATIONAL DEFENSE TRAINING FOR FARM WORKERS 


Although national defense training funds administered by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Education are now entirely allocated for out- 
of-school youth in rural areas or small towns, schools are being urged 
to inerease their services through regular evening or special classes 
with the opening of the fall term. 

Plans are now under way whereby county land-use planning com- 
mittees or any other farmer groups will determine through a study of 
probable labor needs those occupations in which a shortage of labor 
appears evident, and will request through county and district school 
authorities that special courses be set up for emergency training. 

Regular national defense training funds have been allocated for 
training close to two thousand rural youth between the ages of eighteen 
and twenty-five years in 97 separate courses extending over the entire 
state. These courses are known as Program 4-A in the training of out- 
of-school youth for national defense. 

There are now 52 courses in operation covering automotive skills, 
including trucks and tractors; 30 courses in metal working, nine in 
wood working, and six in electricity. The 4-A courses are known as 
**pre-employment classes, and are designed to prepare the student for 
further training in a special field, for actual rural employment to 
replace skilled workers called to defense production centers, or for 
increasing the efficiency of the out-of-school youth in rural production. 

In addition to these 97 courses are 14 agricultural courses now in 
operation in NYA resident centers. These consist of a variety of 
classes to prepare workers in agricultural occupations, replacing those 
called to military service or to actual defense industries. These courses 
are financed through funds made available through Program 5 for 
agriculture. 

Any school district may set up courses of a character similar to 
those under Program 4-A or Program 5, using regular state reimburse- 
ment funds for special classes. Many schools are becoming increasingly 
better equipped for teaching these courses, and, in those places where 
national defense training courses have been completed, will have 
teachers properly certificated in special fields as well as shop facilities 
not necessarily on the school grounds. 
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INTERPRETATIONS OF SCHOOL LAW—— 


ALFRED E. LENTZ, Administrative Adviser 


[The following items are merely digests, and while care is taken to state 
accurately the purport of the decisions and opinions, they have the limitations 
inherent in all digests.. The reader is therefore urged to consult the complete text 
of a decision or opinion before taking any action based; thereon. 

It should be noted that following a decision, a hearing or rehearing of the case 
may result in setting aside the original decision. Consequently, before relying 
thereon, the status of each decision should be checked. ] 


ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 


Assessment and Levy of School District Taxes 


The provisions of Political Code section 3720 requiring the filing 
of a statement and a map or plat with the county assessor and the 
State Board of Equalization not later than February 1, showing the 
boundaries of any city or district created, or changes made in the 
boundaries thereof, are in effect mandatory; and the failure to file the 
required map or plat not later than February 1 makes the creation of 
the city or district, or the change of boundaries, ineffective for the pur- 
pose of assessment or taxation for the ensuing fiscal year (citing 
AGO NS1455, NS1538, NS2311, NS2483, and NS2853). (AGO NS3346, 
March 20, 1941) 


Constitutionality of Senate Bill No. 568 


The weight of authority throughout the country is against the 
validity of statutes such as Senate Bill No. 568 (1941), which provides 
for the transportation of private school pupils by publie school dis- 
tricts under stated conditions, where constitutional provisions obtain 
similar to sections 5, 6, and 8 of Article IX, and section 31 of Article 
IV, of the California Constitution (citing AGO NS200 and cases). 
(AGO NS3377, March 26, 1941) 


[NoTtE: At time of writing, Senate Bill 568, passed by the Legislature, 
had not been approved by the Governor. ] 


Effect of Acceptance of Commission in United States Army on Office 
of Member of the Governing Board of a School District 


In the event a member of the governing board of a high school 
district becomes a commissioned officer in the United States Army, the 
provisions of section 20 of Article IV of the California Constitution 
are not applicable because the position of school trustee is not a posi- 
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tion of profit. However, if the member fails to perform his duties for 
a period of three consecutive months, his office will automatically 
hecome vacant under Political Code section 996 (7), Military and 
Veterans Code section 395 not being applicable. (AGO NS3342, 
March 11, 1941) 


Effect of Senate Constitutional Amendment No. 5 

There is nothing in the language of Senate Constitutional Amend- 
ment No. 5 (1941) which indicates any intention of supplying free 
textbooks to private schools. (AGO NS3372, March 26, 1941) 


[NoTE: Senate Constitutional Amendment No. 5 was not approved by the 
Legislature. ] 


Permits for Employment of Newsboys 

Where a newsboy is an independent contractor, no permit is 
required under School Code section 1.220; but there must be a com- 
plianee with section 1298 of the Labor Code (citing AGO NS1990, 
NS707 and 7489). (AGO NS1990a, November 27, 1939) 


Readoption of Textbooks by State Board of Education 

Under School Code sections 6.263-6.265, and 6.273, it is provided 
that after a textbook has been adopted by the State Board of Education 
for use in the public elementary schools, that textbook may not sub- 
sequently be readopted by the State Board of Education until the 
State Curriculum Commission has been first given an opportunity to 
evaluate and recommend. such book and all other books submitted to 
the Board for adoption. (AGO NS3415, April 7, 1941) 


Reductions in Teachers Salaries 

The governing board of a school district may not reduce the salary 
of a permanent teacher of the district for an ensuing school year for 
the sole reason that the teacher does not perform her duties in a 
manner satisfactory. to the board, nor may her salary be decreased by 
arbitrarily allotting to her less work than that which would normally 
be assigned to her and less than that assigned to other teachers teaching 
like grades and with similar qualifications (citing cases). 

Reductions in salaries of teachers and department heads may be 
made for an ensuing school year where the reduction is in fact general 
and is not arbitrary and does not discriminate against particular 
teachers. (AGO NS3338, March 11, 1941) 


Correction 
The citation of AGO NS3355 on page 131 of the June, 1941, issue 
of California Schools is inecrrect. The correct citation is AGO NS3335. 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


CALIFORNIA REGIONAL HISTORY AND LANDMARKS 
SUBJECT OF WPA GUIDEBOOK SERIES 


As the various volumes in the American Guidebook Series issued 
by the Writers Project of the Works Projects Administration come from 
the press, the work of these groups of writers is more and more impres- 
sive. The amount of accomplishment of the federal writers groups is 
indicated by the large number of publications now listed in the Guide- 
book Series. To some degree, appreciation of the worth of these books, 
the realization of the value of their contribution to national understand- 
ing and national unity have waited upon the completion of numbers 
of volumes and the availability of guides describing many kinds of 
natural and historical landmarks. In a matter-of-fact, straightforward 
style without any attempt at literary pretentiousness, the guidebooks 
draw together significant facts about American life. Travelers to other 
states and across the continent are learning to use these guidebooks 
which are the first attempt to make all the varied natural and historical 
landmarks of the United States significant for the casual visitor. The 
euides describe the highways of the nation from Death Valley to Valley 
Forge and Bunker Hill in terms of points of interest. When the series 
is completed, the material will have covered a continent. The journey 
from the west coast to the east can move from signpost to signpost of 
historical and scenic interest instead of from oil station to hot dog stand. 

No single state has profited more from the guidebook series than 
California. A list of titles of the books on California includes the 
names of many of its chief localities, and succeeding volumes will add 
the names of others. 

California—A Guide to the Golden State, and Festivals in San 
Francisco were among the first of the books on California in the Ameri- 
ean Guide Series. They were compiled by the Northern California 
Writers Project. Both books are admirable in content and appearance. 
The volume on festivals is a product of the Grabhorn Press of San 
Francisco. 

More recent books by the Northern California Writers group are 
Death Valley, a Guide, in 1939; Berkeley, the First Seventy-five Years, 
and Monterey Peninsula, 1941. The guide to Berkeley was prepared in 
part as a community service to be issued in connection with the city’s 
diamond jubilee festival celebrated during May, 1941. The descriptive 
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material in this book concentrates on the City of Berkeley, leaving the 
history of the University.of California for a later volume, although the 
history of the city and the University are to some extent one. Berkeley 
is one of the most attractive volumes of the Guide Series. Published as 
a joint enterprise of the City of Berkeley and the Festival Association, 
it is a production of the Gillick Press of Berkeley. 


Monterey Peninsula describes a locality of the state known over 
the world. The content has been carefully selected, however, so that it 
provides useful information and conveys to the visitor the charm of this 
spot which has been so often described in novels and plays by good 
writers and bad in the last fifty vears. The Monterey volume is pub- 
lished by James Ladd Delkin of Stanford University, California. 

Three other productions of the Northern California Writers group 
are in progress: California Trails, now in preparation; The California 
State Capitol, and The Central Valley Project. The California State 
Department of Education will publish the material on the Central 
Valley Project for use in the elementary school curriculum. The 
description of the Capitol is to be published by the State Supervisor 
of Documents. 


DEFENSE PHASES OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL EFFORT! 

A list of ten objectives that are immediately related to national 
defense, and that touch all levels of public school education have just 
been outlined by John W. Studebaker, United States Commissioner of 
Edueation. 

It will be noted also that these ten objectives may readily be 
erouped into two major categories: first, those having to do with rather 
specific improvement in particular skills or abilities of our citizens 
which are clearly and closely related to the national defense; and, 
second, those having to do with more general needs for civic understand- 
ing and morale. 

Categorically stated, these objectives are: 

1. Improving the understanding and increasing the appreciation of 
Americans, young and old, of the meaning and value of our demo- 
cratic heritage the unique values of our democratic way of life— 
which we are resolved to defend at whatever cost. 

2. Showing that although political democracy is not perfectly real- 
ized in our midst, it remains the form of government which holds 
greatest promise for the steady and peaceful improvement of the 
lot of mankind. 


1This resumé is adapted from an address by Commissioner Studebaker given 
before the Sixteenth Annual Meeting of the American Association for Adult Educa- 
tion, West Point, New York, May 14, 1941. 
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3. Increasing the understanding of Americans, young and old, of 
the nature and the menace of totalitarian doctrines; and of the 
methods used to disseminate these doctrines. 

4. Creating a zeal and an enthusiasm for our national defense pro- 
gram by showing how and why we are preparing to maintain our 
liberties and the civilized values we cherish. 

5. Promoting in every practical way the better health and nutrition, 
and a greater physical vigor of our entire population, young and 
old. 

6. Promoting the morale and well-being of Americans of all groups 
and ages through the intelligent husbanding of our resources and 
the creative use of the potentialities of our people. 

7. Promoting an understanding of our good neighbors in this hemis- 
phere, to whom our destinies will be more closely linked in the 
decades ahead. 

8. Increasing the unity of our people through measures designed to 
discourage intolerance, misunderstanding, and ill-will; and espe- 
cially seeking to knit the foreign-born and unassimilated elements 
of our people more closely into the national life. 

9. Developing the practical skills and vocational competencies needed 
in the national defense. 

10. Conserving the morale of the people through varied opportunities 
for wholesome and satisfying forms of recreation. 


It will be noted at once that these objectives are not entirely new, 
nor are they born solely of the urgencies of an all-out preparedness 
program. Most cf them are equally appropriate for more normal peace 
times. Yet the present national crisis suggests that these purposes 
should be emphasized more than ever in education, and if necessary, at 
the expense of devoting considerably less time, attention, and effort to 
other traditionally accepted objectives of education. 


STUDY OF BASIC ASSUMPTIONS IN BOOKS 
FOR ADOLESCENTS! 


A pamphlet issued by the National Council of Teachers of English, 
Pitfalls for Readers of Fiction, offers a way of understanding and appre- 
ciating fiction by examining the values and ideas which writers take for 
eranted in their books. Hazel Sample, the author of this pamphlet, 
selected, for the purposes of her study, the authors Zane Grey, Harold 

3ell Wright, Gene Stratton Porter, and Emilie Loring. She reports at 


1 Hazel Sample. Pitfalls for Readers of Fiction. Pamphlet Publication of the 
National Councils of Teachers of English No. 1. Chicago: The National Council of 
Teachers of English. 
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length on this group with only very brief mention of the contrasting 
approaches of John Steinbeck. 

The material in the pamphlet is organized to show the inherently 
false premises underlying such books as The Harvester, Riders of the 
Purple Sage, and That Printer of Udells. As a method of criticism, it 
provides a basis for an estimate of the particular book as well as the 
author’s intellectual and artistic worth. 

Some of the basic assumptions listed by Miss Sample as underlying 
the Zane Grey-Harold Bell Wright school of fiction indicate how her 
approach to the reading of fiction can be used as a critical tool. The fol- 
lowing assumptions are typical of more than sixty considered in the 
pamphlet : 


That strange customs or people or those different from ours are 
necessarily inferior 

That people are either good or bad 

That all church members are necessarily good 

That romantic-love marriage solves all problems and settles all 
difficulties henceforward and forevermore. 


This pamphlet may be used as a guide for teachers in revealing like 
assumptions in other writers of fiction likely to be widely read by 
adolescent pupils. 


AMERICAN FOLK SONG RECORDINGS 


A series of ten recorded programs, explaining and illustrating the 
folk songs of the American people as they are sung by the people them- 
selves, has been prepared by the Radio Research Project of the Library 
of Congress and now is available to radio stations, and education and 
cultural groups. The release of these programs affords the general 
public an opportunity to hear for the first time actual field recordings 
of American folk music made for the Archive of American Folk Song, 
Library of Congress. Narrated by John A. Lomax, Honorary Curator 
of the Archive, the series has been given the title of ‘‘The Ballad 
Hunter.’’ 

In the course of his quest for the authentic songs of the people, Mr. 
Lomax has ridden night-herd with cowboys on the Western plains, 
visited ballad-singers far back in the Ozark Mountains, and joined farm 
hands at barn dances in many sections of the American countryside. 

The recordings of ‘‘The Ballad Hunter’’ will be distributed by 
the Federal Radio Education Committee, United States Office of Edu- 
cation, Washington, D. C. The series consists of five sixteen-inch, 
double-face records with a fifteen-minute program on each side. It will 
be distributed at approximately cost—$2.50 a disc, or $1.25 a program. 
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CALENDAR OF EDUCATIONAL MEETINGS 


During 1940-41 a calendar of educational meetings and confer- 
ences will be published from time to time in California Schools. In 
some eases, events may be mentioned before the place of meetings has 
been decided, but complete information will be given in subsequent 
issues. The following schedule of events is a list of certain of the meet- 
ings and conferences which take place during the school year 1940-41: 


Date Organization Place 
July 7-11 Reading Conference, auspices of Univer- Berkeley 
sity of California Summer Session 
July 8-12 Childhood Education Conference Oakland 
July 14-25 Conference on Supervision University of Cali- 
fornia at Los An- 
geles 
July 15-26 Conference for School Executives University of Cali- 
fornia, Berkeley 
Aug. 11-16 Women’s Workshop, Physical Education Santa Barbara 
Teachers, Secondary Schools 
Aug. 14-22 Men’s Workshop, Physical Education Monterey 
Teachers, Secondary Schools 
Oct. 6-8 Annual Conference of California City, 


County, and District Superintendents 
of Schools 


Oct. 8-11 Conference on Direction and Improve- Del Monte 
ment of Instruction and on Child Wel- 
fare 

Nov. 21, 22 Kighteenth Annual Study Conference of 


the California Association for Child- 
hood Education Long Beach 
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